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MS – Training CENTRE FOR Development cooperation in Arusha is to host An Innovative training Course for maternal and Neonatal health professionals
After receiving almost 70 applications from 15 developing countries a selection panel met recently to decide who should attend the Monitoring and Evaluation training at MS- Training Centre for Development Cooperation (MS-TCDC) in Arusha, Tanzania.    Representatives from Ipact, University of Aberdeen, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM) and UNFPA took part in the rigorous selection process which resulted in 30 participants from eight developing countries being selected.    Botswana, South Africa, Uganda, Zambia, Namibia, Kenya, Zimbabwe and Tanzania will be represented in Arusha.   Participants will work together during the next two weeks in their “country groups” guided by course leader Krystyna Makowiecka from Ipact.  Additional teaching will be provided by lecturers from, MS-TCDC and LSHTM.  

Ipact, University of Aberdeen www.ipact-int.com, the organisation behind the initiative and MS-TCDC www.mstcdc.or.tz have worked together to deliver the course in Tanzania which starts 17th August and will run until 29th August.  UNFPA have supported the training in Arusha and have funded most of the participants. UNICEF and WHO have also provided funding.
The objective behind the course is to strengthen the skills of national programme managers, mainly those responsible at central or regional level for implementing maternal and neonatal health programmes.  The course is also relevant for those who work in close collaboration with UN agencies, and international NGOs.

Developed following a collaborative partnership between Ipact at the University of Aberdeen, LSHTM the Institute of Tropical Medicine, Antwerp. (ITM), the training is distinctive in that it uses the data from participants’ own health programmes; the training is highly interactive and is both practical and relevant.  A train the trainer approach is used to transfer relevant skills and knowledge in order to build capacity and make it possible for future training courses to be delivered locally, requiring minimum input from Ipact. 
Krystyna Makowiecka, Training Fellow for Ipact, University of Aberdeen said, “The idea is to hold the training in several institutions in Africa, South-East Asia and in South America, building capacity where it is needed.  “We believe there is a strong demand for this type of training as these important skills still need to be reinforced in many developing countries.”
A Francophone version of the course will be held at L’Institute National d’Administration Sanitaire, Morocco 6th – 17th October.  Other locations being considered for 2010 are Kenya, Jamaica, Malaysia, India and Mozambique  
For further information please contact:
Shelagh Barr Tel: +44 (0) 1224 554264, Email: sbarr@ipact-int.com
Or log onto www.ipact-int.com
ENDS

Note to Editors
Ipact provides expertise and training in the conduct of safe-motherhood evaluations and works in partnership with a variety of stakeholders and customers including academic institutions, NGOs , national governments, international development agencies and the private sector.  The organisation is a subsidiary of its main parent research initiative called Immpact (Initiative for Maternal Mortality Programme Assessment) and is managed within the University of Aberdeen in Scotland.
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